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a tenant could appeal to an independent tribunal to fix what
his rent should be; if he paid that rent he could not be
evicted, and if he wished to leave his holding he could sell
his " interest". This was meant to allow tenants to plead
bad times, and to give them support against harsh landlords.
But the Irish were by now too embittered, and they refused
to go to these new " Land Courts ".
The reason for this lay in the rise of a new leader and a
new movement, destined to have very great effects on both
Irish and British history, Parnell had organized the demand
for Home Rule.
Charles Stewart Parnell was a Protestant and his father
was a landowner. He had been educated in England, and,
his mother being an American, he had visited the United
States* He had great gifts of eloquence and an even greater
gift of organization. Himself hard and cold, he had the
very quality of iron resolution which was needed to bind
together the fiery Irish. Believing that Ireland would never
win reforms or proper attention to her grievances from Great
Britain, he held that the true remedy for Irish misery was
to give her back her own parliament and let her have " Home
Rule". Gladstone came to share these views, but the
Conservative Party clung fast to " union ", and with some
Liberals, called themselves " Unionists ". Parnell thought The
that instead of committing outrages in Ireland, the more Unionistv
effective way was to agitate in Parliament in England. So
he organized his block of Irish M.P.S and began a policy
of " obstruction ". The Irish members would " block "
every debate by arranging for relays of speakers to take it in
turn to make interminable speeches. Hours of time were
wasted and it became almost impossible to carry on the
business of the House of Commons.
Parnell  worked  with  the  Land   League,  and   English
public opinion was so infuriated by the troubles in Ireland, coercion
coupled with the tactics in the Commons, that against his
own judgment Gladstone was induced to try repressive